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East Bergholt Women’s Institute 

1918-2018 
Celebrating 100 years 

 
 

What kind of women choose the WI? 
 

“Generally those who like to make up their own minds and think for 
themselves”. 

 
                            Diana Hyam East Anglian Daily Times 6/1/95 
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Dedication 
 
This book was written and produced by WI members. We would like to thank all our past 
and present members, Presidents past and present, the WI committee members past and 
present, volunteers and helpers whom without them our WI would not be what it is today. 
The WI relies on volunteers to undertake specific duties whether it be President, Secretary, 
Treasurer, organiser of events and committee members. Please keep volunteering for these 
roles, learn new skills and meet new people and secure the future of our WI. 
 
 
Research and publication 2018 
Thank you to Gill Rattray, Janet Price, Tina Hurley and Pam Goodison who researched, wrote 
and produced this publication. 
 
 
Acknowledgement to sources of information 
 
Information sourced for this publication was obtained from the National Federation of the 
Women’s Institute, Suffolk East Women’s Institute and Suffolk Records Office. 
Jerusalem written by William Blake 1804. Music by Hubert Parry 1916. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 
 

INTRODUCTION 
The WI movement was started by Adelaide Hoodless in 1897 in Stoney Creek, Ontario 
Canada after the death of her young son. She wanted to ensure that women had the 
knowledge to prevent infantile deaths and devoted herself to the betterment of education 
for new mothers. WI groups quickly spread throughout Canada. The first group to meet in 
the United Kingdom was in September 1915 at Llanfairpwll, Wales. It had two aims, to 
revitalise the rural community and to get women involved in food production during the 
First World War. Since that time the institute’s aims have broadened, and it is now the 
largest women’s organisation in the UK. 
Lady Gertrude Denman was the first UK National Chairman of the WI in 1916 and remained 
in post for 30 years. Her name is perpetuated in Denman College, Marcham, Oxfordshire, 
which was opened by Sir Richard Livingstone on the 24th September 1948 as the WI’s own 
training centre. Courses of all kinds, for both members and non – members, are held there 
throughout the year and the bedrooms at Denman are named after each WI Federation.  
 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF EAST BERGHOLT WI 
 

East Bergholt Women’s Institute was founded in 1918 and is one of the oldest branches in 
Suffolk. It is recorded that Miss Bernard from Copdock organised the first meeting, which 
was held in October 1918, and that Mrs Galer of East Bergholt took the minutes.  At that 
meeting Mrs Harwood Senior was appointed the Chair person.  Not many records exist from 
that time, but we do know that many of its members would have been involved in 
homemaking and working on the local farms.  Women’s lives had changed so much during 
the First World War and as it was ending many would have been welcoming home loved 
ones or facing life on their own with usually large, young families.  During the war women 
had had to adapt to farm the land, tend to the animals, keep their families and maintain the 
home and, with the Suffragist movement gaining in strength, this gave women the 
determination to be more independent. The Women’s Institute would have been a way that 
women could get together to socialise, support each other, explore crafts and cookery and 
become an active body within the community.      
From 1920 East Bergholt’s monthly meetings were held in the Lambe School in the village. 
They later moved to the Unity Hut and then to the Constable Hall when it opened in 1958, 
and where they are still held today. 
Early records state that the meetings were often quite limited, and the amenities were 
harsh. Numbers were small with around 11 initial members. Talks were given on citizenship 
and members used to take their own cakes for refreshments.  Practical demonstrations 
played a main part in the early meetings and amongst these were demonstrations on glove 
making, soldering and chair caning.  The meetings would always have 30 minutes where 
members would put on little plays or recitations.   
 

WORLD WAR II 
During WW2 the branch was very active, and a lot of voluntary work was undertaken by 
members in and around East Bergholt village by helping with salvage work and working with 
both the Red Cross and the WVS.  The members grew in number and by 1945 it was 
recorded that there were 46 members and in 1968 there were 69.  
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THE WI ANTHEM 
From the NFWI website 
Although Jerusalem was sung at the 8th AGM, at this point it had not been adopted as the 
official song. Lady Denman recalled that the NFWI ran a competition for an 'Institute song', 
hoping that it might produce a good but unknown poet. Many poems were sent in but 
nothing suitable was found; it was after receiving a verse that began, 'We are a band of 
earnest women' that Grace Hadow, the Vice-chairman, suggested that Jerusalem should 
become the WI song. Jerusalem had been used by the National Union of Suffrage Societies 
in the 1918 celebrations of women's enfranchisement, and many of the leaders of the NFWI, 
including Grace Hadow, had been part of that struggle to win the vote for women. Millicent 
Fawcett, the leader of the suffragists, wrote to Hubert Parry, 'Your Jerusalem ought to be 
made the women voters' hymn', which of course in a way it was, being adopted by the WI. 
 

JERUSALEM 
And did those feet in ancient times 

Walk upon England’s mountains green? 
And was the Holy Lamb of God 

On England’s pleasant pastures seen? 
And did the Countenance Divine 

Shine forth upon our clouded hills? 
And was Jerusalem builded here 
Among these dark Satanic mills 

 
Bring me my bow of burning gold 

Bring me my arrows of desire! 
Bring me my spear! O clouds, unfold! 

Bring me my chariot of fire! 
I will not cease from mental fight 

Nor shall my sword sleep in my hand 
Till we have built Jerusalem 

In England’s green and pleasant land 
 
                                                   Words:    William Blake ‘Milton’ 1804 
                                                    Music:     Hubert Parry 1916 
 

THE WI’s AIMS 
To support vulnerable women and girls in the local community.  To raise money via 
community events for these causes.  To offer a social outlet to women.  
 

1918 
6th February 1918 women over the age of 30 who owned property were given the right to 
vote in the UK 
Global outbreak of Spanish flu when one fifth of the worlds population died 
1st April 1918 RAF launched 
11th November 1918 end of WW1 
29th December 1918 Sunday Express newspaper launched 
White lines first painted in the middle of the road. 
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100 years of East Bergholt Women’s Institute 
 

1918 
 

An order was sent by the Secretary Mrs Tuley, Heathside, East Bergholt to Lady Denman for 
a copy of the Rule book after a Women’s Institute had been set up in East Bergholt. Signed 
by Miss Christy   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(copy of the document held by NFWI) 
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28th November the President Edith Eva Harwood and Secretary Olive M Wood signed a copy 
of the rules. The annual fee is given as 2s. 
  

 
 

 
 
(copy of the document held by NFWI) 
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1919 
 
Glove fund – seems the WI were making and selling gloves. Signed by the President Edith 
Eva Harwood  
 

 
 
(copy of the document held by NFWI) 
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1929 
 

The Lady Hughes cup inscribed with  
‘The East Bergholt Womens Institute Presented by Lady Hughes 1929’  
From 1981 it was presented to the person with the most points in the bi-annual Flower 
Show. 
 

                                               
 
The following winners are inscribed on the back:  
1929 Mrs G.Butcher, 1930 Mrs W.J.Aldous, 1931 Mrs W.J.Aldous,1932 Mrs W.J.Aldous,  
1934 Mrs W.R.Powell, 1935 Mrs F.H.J.Rose, 1936 Mrs F.H.J.Rose, 1937 Mrs F.H.J.Rose,  
1938 Mrs G.Bailey, 1939 Mrs E.M.Allen, 1949 Lady Wake – Walker, 1950 Mrs E.M.Allen, 
1951 Mrs E.E.Salmon, 1952 Mrs E.M.Allen, 1953 Mrs E.M.Allen, 1954 Mrs S.Brundell,  
1955 Mrs E.M.Allen, 1956 Mrs H.R.Wheeler, 1957 Mrs T.F.Goodchild,  
1958 Mrs T.F.Goodchild, 1959 Mrs T.F.Goodchild, 1960 Mrs C.A.Coe, 1961 Mrs S.Brundell, 
1962 Mrs C.A.Coe, 1964 Mrs C.A.Coe, 1966 Mrs C.A.Coe, 1968 Mrs C.A.Coe,            
1970 Mrs C.A.Coe, 1972 Mrs C.A.Coe, 1974 Mrs C.A.Coe, 1977 Mrs C.A.Coe,  
1979 Mrs C.A.Coe, 1981 Mrs C.A.Coe, 1983 Mrs C.A.Coe, 1985 Mrs C.A.Coe,  
1987 Mrs C.A.Coe 
 

1939 
 

22nd November a thank you note sent to 
NFWI for their good wishes on their ‘coming 
of age’ Sent by the Secretary Mrs Hancock, 
White House, East Bergholt. Her telephone 
number is given as 79. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 (copy of document held by NFWI) 
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1947 
 

An award certificate given by East Suffolk Federation  
 

 
 

1965 
A Scrapbook representing life in the village of East Bergholt was made to mark the Golden 
Jubilee of the Women’s Institute of Great Britain and won second prize in the County.  
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Notes for Judges of the Scrapbook competition. 
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The judge’s decisions on the Scrapbook entries. 
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1966 
 East Bergholt WI placed a bench outside St Mary’s church to mark the Golden Jubilee of the 
National Federation of Women’s Institute. Unfortunately, this has now been removed as it 
became unsafe.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
1966 Birthday Party expenses.          1967 Cheese and Wine and Birthday Party expenses 
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1968 
 
Plates to celebrate 50 years of EBWI. 
 

                     
 

Minutes of the meetings held to discuss the 1968 birthday party and costings. 
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Two of the original members of EBWI remember those first days. Mrs Galer the oldest 
member and Mrs Gertrude A. Jackson  
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1969 
Minutes of the meeting to discuss the 
1969 Birthday party                                                                   China held in the cupboard 
 

             
 
 

                                  1972                                                1973 
 

     
 

1974 
 

 
East Suffolk County Federation Music Award  
Certificates awarded to East Bergholt Women’s 
Institute 
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1974 
 
A Pink Chestnut tree was planted in the grounds of 
Constable Hall.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
This photo taken in 1996 shows Mrs Ethel Baylem and 
Mrs Bess Howarth in front of the tree. 
 
 

 
 

1975 
 

Two members of EBWI were successful in having their work selected for possible inclusion in 
the exhibition of ‘Tomorrow’s Heirlooms’ to be staged by the National Federation in London 
in March 1976. At the East Suffolk Federation Exhibition Mrs Susan Brundell was awarded 
two gold stars for a Corn Dolly and Mrs Sybil Fletcher was awarded one gold star for a set of 
silver spoons. (her husband George Fletcher was the headmaster of the Primary school) 
Mrs Brundell was also awarded two gold stars for an embroidered afternoon tea cloth and 
one silver star for a Fairisle jumper.  Mrs C. Devonshire was awarded one gold star for a 
Patchwork quilt.  
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1976 
 

Another successful year in the East Suffolk Federation’s Music Festival 
 

                                      
 
 
11th June EBWI organised a lunch at the Constable Hall to celebrate the 200th anniversary of 
John Constable’s birth 
 

 
 

1977 
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1978 
 

A float was entered in the village show celebrating 60 years of the WI in East Bergholt. 
 

  
 
WI members as Oriental ladies.                                             A display of crafts 
 

                       
 
Our Diamond Jubilee 
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1979 
 

East Bergholt WI were awarded this rosette for their W.I.tches float. They won 2nd prize out 
of thirty two floats in the Village show. 
 

                         
 
 

1980 
May - a plate was presented to East Bergholt WI by Danish visitors who had attended a 
lunch at the Lambe School 
 

 
 

Four members were involved in making this heirloom tablecloth for the Presidents table. 
Apparently, everyone was going to write their names on it and then stitch them but 
eventually it was decided that it was too beautiful to spoil. 
 

   
 

We also had a Darts Team. 
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1981 
       

 
 
 
Every year in October we have a birthday party to 
celebrate another year of EBWI 
This is the menu from 1981 the Royal Wedding 
Year. 
 
 
 
 
1984 

 
Plate number 102 of a Limited Edition of 1000 to mark NFWI promotion year 
 

 
 

1988 
 

Celebrating our 70th anniversary 
 

 
 
 

Ethel Baylem taking a 
photo of Jill Barratt, 
Ruth Gardiner 
(President) 
and Beryl Barnett 
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1981 – 1999 
 

We held a Flower Show every other year. Among the classes to enter were Needlework, 
Cooking, Flower Arrangement, Preserves and Photography. Winners were awarded cups 
The Lady Hughes cup for most points,(see 1929), the Bollig cup to the runner up, the Royal 
Wedding cup to the first time winner, a Wine makers/Photography cup a Flower Arrangers 
cup, and the Fearne Booker cup for cookery.  
 

 
 

There were also Shields for class winners. 
 
Winners of the East Bergholt W.I Royal Wedding Cup 25-7-81 awarded to a first-time 
winner 
1981 Mrs Doreen Powell, 1983 Mrs V.White, 1985 Mrs M.Johnson, 1987 Mrs Joyce Rideout, 
1989 Mrs Ethel Baylem, 1991 Mrs June Wendon, 1993 Miss Cicely Hetherington,  
1995 Miss Teresa Magee, 1997 Mrs Iris Headford, 1999 Mrs Isobel Ansell 
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Winners of the E.B.W.I.Flower Arrangement Cup 1989.  
1989 Mrs Edith Searle, 1991 Mrs Doreen Powell and Mrs Edith Searle, 1993 Mrs V.White, 
1995 Mrs Edith Searle, 1997 Mrs Gill Ashpole, 1999 Mrs Joyce Silverthorne 
 

                                        
 
The winners of the East Bergholt W.I. The C.M.Hetherington Cup for Best Wine in Show  
(1997 this became the Photography cup) 
1983 Mrs Yvonne Smith, 1985 Miss Cicely Hetherington, 1987 Mrs Edith Searle and Mrs 
Joyce Rideout, 1989 Mrs Edith Searle, 1991 Mrs Edith Searle, 1993 Mrs Edith Searle,  
1995 Mrs Edith Searle,  
1997 Mrs Iris Headford, 1999 Mrs Iris Headford 
 

                                           
 
Winners of East Bergholt W.I. in Memory of Fearne Booker President 1953 -1958, 1961 -
1963, Vice president 1959 -1960, 1966-1967-1968 cup for cookery 
1989 Mrs Edith Searle, 1991 Mrs Edith Searle, 1993 Mrs Joyce Rideout and Mrs Edith Searle, 
1995 Mrs Edith Searle, 1997 Mrs Gill Ashpole, 1999 Mrs Edith Searle  
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Presented by Mrs Christine Bollig in memory of her husband to the runner up winners 
1987 Mrs Edith Searle, 1989 Mrs C.A.Coe, 1991 Mrs Joyce Rideout, 1993 Mrs Beryl Barnett, 
1995 Mrs Joyce Rideout, 1997 Mrs Joyce Rideout, 1999 Mrs Iris Headford 
 

                                                 
 

 
 
June Firmin admiring some of the floral 
exhibits at the 1995 Flower Show 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1995 Cookery exhibits                                    Preserves at the 1998 Flower Show 

                     
 
 
1998 Needlework exhibits                         1998 Edith Searle with the photography exhibits 
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1990 
The NFWI became a charitable company 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Doll dressed by Mrs June Wendon for the Suffolk Show was 
equal second for the Ipswich Building Society Award  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1991 

 
 
 
 
 
28th February Beryl Barnett helping with the replanting of 
Rendlesham Forest after 1987’s hurricane.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April East Bergholt W.I. hosted the Stourside Group meeting at Constable Hall 

                                             
The guest speaker was Mary Whitehouse OBE and as usual the refreshment table was well 
stocked. 
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1993 
 
27th May East Bergholt WI’s charity registration was sent to Mrs D.M. Brundell c/o 
S.E.F.W.I., 22, Orford Street. Ipswich. (original held by NFWI) 
 

 
1994 

 
Dorothy Brundell was a Heritage Trail winner and members entered a competition for a 
Christmas hat at their Christmas Party  
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1995  
 

                                                                 Our Christmas party 

 
 

1998 
 
WI members supporting East Bergholt Horticultural Club’s Village Show 
 
Terese Magee and Iris Headford at the WI cake stall and June Wendon with her display of              
decorated china 

                   
 
          
 
 

Our President June Firmin presented Dot 
Goodchild with a certificate from the 
county chairman to mark her 50 years of 
membership of East Bergholt WI  
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The menu for our 80th Birthday party 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We received a certificate from SEFWI to 
commemorate our 80th birthday 
 

 
 
 
A plate to commemorate our 80th   Teresa Magee and Beryl Barnett enjoying a game at our 
birthday made by June Wendon.      Christmas party 
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1999 
 

                                                 Our ‘Tea Table’ Suffolk Show entry  

 
 

Also During the 1990’s and 2000’s 
 

Fundraising Summer Garden parties were held in the gardens of Joyce Silverthorne, Ethel 
Baylem, June Firmin, Janet Price and Sylvia Harding.  
 

1994 at Joyce Silverthorne’s 

               
1998 Ethel Baylem’s 

 
                                                            

2011 Janet Price’s 
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Joyce Rideout made a kneeler depicting the National Federation of Women’s Institutes for 
St Mary’s church East Bergholt. 

 

 
 
Our members Beryl Barnett, Doreen Cuthbertson    We also had our own Drama Group 
and Sheila Alderton serving teas at Eley’s                   Beryl Barnett, Peggy Day, Isobel Ansell 
gardens Open Day.                                                          Joyce Rideout, Joan Lingard 
 

 

Many of our members have benefitted from bursaries given by both our WI and our Group. 
The winners of our WI bursary have been: 
2001 Renee Evans and Janet Price who attended ‘Focus on Health’ at Denman. 
2003 June Firmin and Dorothy Brundell who also attended Denman. 
2003 Joyce Silverthorne won a Group bursary 
2004 Gill Rattray and Jean Gill. Gill attended Barbershop singing at Denman and was 
fortunate to stay in the Suffolk East bedroom. 
2005 Helen Baker and Dianne Johnson. Helen attended ‘Birds of the Shoreline’ at Flatford. 
2008 Gloria Varney also used it at Flatford  
2009 Sheila Lewry 
2010 Muriel Malone and Bridget Hutton. 
 
For our August meeting we go out for an evening meal at a local pub and usually invite 
friends and partners to share it with us. During the 1990’s Dorothy Brundell successfully 
turned this into a mystery drive where we followed given clues to find our way to our 
destination 
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2000 
We took part in the Landscape Recording Project arranged jointly by Suffolk East WI and 
Suffolk Coastal District Council. Each WI in the area was asked to choose a kilometre square 
and to record all the information they could about the area to provide information about 
the Suffolk landscape and how it is changing. The plan was to repeat the survey every five 
years but unfortunately the two key figures leading the project moved away from the area 
so only one more survey was carried out, in 2005.  
 
                     Our Kilometre square 

     
   
                                                 John French (an East Bergholt artist) draw this view of our square 

 
 
 
A display of our Landscape project at East 
Bergholt Congregational church. 
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Paperwork to show that our Landscape project is now held         Our Landscape project  
by Suffolk Record Office                                                                         displayed by SEFWI 

   
 
 

 
 
Our WI’s contribution for the ‘Millennium 
Floral Display’ in St Mary’s Church.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Our entry for the Suffolk Show (originally 
shown at Brantham WI’s flower show) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Our 82nd birthday party 
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2001 
We had a Darts Team and members took part in a Federation quiz. 
It was also the first group Carol concert that continues to take place annually in one of the 
Groups churches. In 2001 Pat Wilson rehearsed a choir of some of the East Bergholt 
members to take part in this. 
 

2003 
We donated £100 towards a Train Set to occupy children in the Waiting area of the new 
Doctors surgery. 
Twelve of our members attended a Pewter day organised by our Group 

 
2004 

Wendie Felgate, Gill Rattray and Archie Rattray on a wet trip along the River Orwell. 
 

 
 

2005 
From the ‘Evening Star’ inviting prospective new members to join us. 

We are enjoying a talk on the ‘Great Wall of China’ 
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2006 
 

   
 
 
 
We won first prize for our Flower Display for 
‘Clown Jewels’ at the Suffolk Show 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Renee Evans, Helen Baker and Sylvia Harding attended a ‘Digital Photography’ workshop 
organised by the Group. 
 
 

2008 
 

 
Dressed as ‘Nursery Rhyme’ characters for 
our Group meeting at Capel St Mary 
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We received a certificate from SEFWI to 
commemorate our 90th birthday and there was 
a pen for members. 
 

 
 

 
From Suffolk East W.I. News 
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Some of our entries for the 2008 Suffolk Show. 
 
‘Singing the Blues’                 ‘Singing in the Rain’                        Jar of Marmalade  1st prize 
Dorothy Brundell                    Sheila Lewry                                     Helen baker 

                   
 
Plaited belt with Beads                                                 ‘ Lady in Red’ 
Gloria Varney and Gill Rattray                                       Gill Ashpole 

                                     
 
 
In 2009 our WI unofficially twinned with Spexhall and Wissett WI. Members enjoyed visits 
to each other’s areas and several memorable coach trips including those to the Houses of 
Parliament & Westminster Abbey and to Sizewell ‘B’.  
 

Our visit to Sizewell in 2014 
 
Archie Rattray, Gill Rattray, Jacqui Brown,      Margaret Burridge, Jenny Chapman, John Price, 
Sarah Moore, Graham Moore.                            Carol Moss, Janet Price 
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The Blanche Wild (a former President) Memorial 
Trophy that we currently use as our monthly Flower 
Vase on the Main table. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Janet Price joined with members from other WI’s in 2012 to make a felt picture at a 

Constable Group craft morning and in 2015 she made this mushroom at a SEFWI craft 
session. 
 

                   
 
 

Gloria Varney made the East Bergholt pennant to add to the SEFWI bunting 
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Our Walking group started in February 2003 
 
 

  
 
 
 
Ann Butcher, Carol Moss,Bridget Hutton, Gill Rattray 
in 2007 
 
 
 

 
In 2018  

                                      

Lilian Stevens, Kate Scantlebury, Carol Moss,        Carol Moss, Jenny Chapman, Lilian Stevens, 
Gill Rattray.                                                                    Liz Harper, Sue Shepherd, Gill Rattray  

               
 
 
The Book Group started in January 2008 
 

            
 
At our December meetings we collected toiletries for the Women’s Refuge. 
 
In 2016 Bridget Hutton went with SEFWI to the very special Garden Party at Buckingham 
Palace to celebrate the centenary of the Women’s Institute in England. 
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2018 
 

Our current committee                                    Our visit to the Great Blakenham recycling centre 
 

    
 
Pam Goodison made the Doll’s House bedroom and A Cot Cover for the Suffolk Show  

                                         
 
Over the years many of our members have attended the National Federation’s annual 
meeting. This year Tina Hurley travelled to Cardiff with other SEFWI members to join in this 
event. 
 
In April two of our members were among the first-place winners at the AGM of the SEFWI 
camera club. 

 
       
 
Janet Tyler and Jean Scruby are pictured 
on the left of the photo 
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We have enjoyed Celebrating our 100th Birthday - 
 

         
By putting a planter outside Grier’s, the Estate Agents in 
the centre of East Bergholt. 
 

                     
 

In September we held an Open meeting where past and any future members were warmly 
welcomed. Madge Hatter told us how she got into Hat Making and then helped us all to 
make our own ribbon flower as demonstrated by Pam Goodison and Tina Hurley. 
 

                    
We received a certificate from SEFWI to commemorate our 100th birthday and Tina Hurley 

made all members a Commemorative Coaster. 
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We held our very special 100th birthday party at Hintlesham Golf Club and were pleased 
that Erika Wilkin our Federation Chairman and Gill Denny our Federation Secretary were 
able to join us. 
 
Our members at Hintlesham Golf Club.  Janet Tyler made our cake and it was decorated                                            
by Jenny Chapman 

     
 
 
Erika Wilkin with our President June Firmin.       Bridget Hutton, Gill Denny and Tina Hurley 

                          



41 
 

Our Presidents 

1919 Edith Eva Harwood 

1953 – 1958 Miss Fearne Booker 

1959 -1960 Miss Carter 

1961 – 1963 Fearne Booker 

1964 -1965 Miss Joyce 

1966 -1968 Miss Cicely Hetherington 

1969 -1970 Blanche Wild 

1971 P Gray 

1972 Mona Simpson 

1973 Christine Bollig 

1974 – 1975 Ethel Baylem 

1976 – 1977 Linda Strugnell 

1978 – 1980 Cissie Orford 

1981 - 1983 Joyce Rideout 

1984 - 1986 Mrs Monica Johnson 

1987 – 1989 Ruth Gardiner 

1990 – 1991 Isobel Ansell 

1992 -1993 Jill Barrett 

1994 – 1996 Beryl Barnett 

1997-2000 June Firmin 

2001-2002 Janet Price 

2003 – 2006 Dorothy Brundell 

2007 – 2010 Isobel Ansell 

2011 – 2015 Sarah Moore 

2016 – 2018 June Firmin 
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                          Our Current Members 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

Sheila A. 
I was born, lived and married in Ipswich and moved to East 
Bergholt in 1970 when I married my late husband Bryan who 
was an agricultural worker. I went to Civic College in Ipswich, 
now Suffolk University, where I did a Secretarial course and 
when I left I worked in various offices in Ipswich. 
My sons were born in East Bergholt and in 1982 when Robert 
was nearly 3 and David was 9 months, I joined the WI. 
Before I retired, I was the cook at the Primary school and 
gained my NVQ3 in catering. In my retirement I still enjoy 
cooking and reading and spending time with my four 
grandchildren Thomas, Grace, Jessica and Charlie. 

Janet T 
Born and lived in Romford until 1963 when we married and moved 
to Chelmsford. I worked at the Ministry of Education until starting 
our family and then did a number of part time jobs until our three 
children grew up. I then joined a large doctor’s surgery as a 
receptionist where I stayed until retirement. 
Moving to East Bergholt in 2008 to be nearer our daughter and her 
three children I joined the WI for the usual reasons – to meet 
people. 
My hobbies include gardening – we have opened our garden for 
the village open gardens event – cooking, reading (particularly the 
classics) and photography. I am a member of the WI camera club 
and have had plenty of opportunity to enjoy taking photos all over 
the world as my husband and I have travelled widely in our 
caravan all over Europe and further afield.    

Liz  
Born and brought up on a farm in Beaumont Essex. After  
completing a secretarial course in Colchester I worked at Norwich 
Union, Norwich. Moved back to North-east Essex in 1981 after 
getting married. I am now divorced, have three adult children and 
two grandsons. Have run a mother and toddler group and youth 
 clubs in Beaumont and have been an organiser for Walton carnival 
and their Christmas event. 
I worked as a medical secretary for 25 years retiring in 2017 and 
moved to East Bergholt and joined the WI. I was made to feel 
welcome and very much part of it even after such a short time and 
enjoy walking with the walking group. I have an allotment, work as a 
volunteer at the RSPB garden at Flatford,  
attend the U3A participating in their Film and Theatre group and 
enjoy cooking, gardening and looking after my grandsons when I 
can. 

Kate  
I was born in North London but my 
parents moved to Harpenden 
(Hertfordshire) during the war. I 
went to the same school in St. 
Albans for 12 years. I then trained 
as a nurse in London and then as a 
midwife near Maidenhead. I met 
Ian, my husband, at St. Mary’s 
when he was the dental house 
officer, a real hospital romance! 
We spent 34 years living in Virginia 
Water before moving to East 
Bergholt in 2000 to be nearer one 
of our daughters. We now have 7 
grandchildren, 4 great 
grandchildren with twins on the 
way. It’s great being a granny.    

Lilian  
I was born in Carlisle and on 
leaving school I did a two year 
Teacher Training course in 
Durham. I taught in primary 
schools in Nottingham, Toronto 
and East Ham. When I married we 
lived in Chelmsford for a couple of 
years before moving to Brantham 
where we brought up our three 
children. 
I was involved in many village 
activities especially the Guide and 
Scout group. I joined the W.I. in 
Brantham for a few years and re – 
joined when my husband died. 
I enjoy outdoor activities, my 
favourites being walking and 
gardening. 
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Sheila C. 
I moved to East Bergholt in 1997 with my 
husband who sadly passed away in 2000. 
Because of his death I started up Heartwatch 
in the village. I have made many friends since 
living here and have three very special friends. 
I met my second husband and got married 
three years ago. I belong to the WI, Mother’s 
Union, and the church where I help with the 
flowers and in any other areas where there is 
a need. I also enjoy helping others when I can 
and feel my life has changed for the better 
since living here. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Val 
Born and grew up in Battersea with parents and 
sister Theresa. After marriage lived in West Ewell, 
Surrey where our son Geoff was born. Following 
retirement in 2011; Geoff not returning home after 
University and a failed marriage I moved to East 
Bergholt in 2013 (my sister having lived here for 30 
years). My first year here I became Parish Clerk 
(resigning after 6 years), joined the Bowls Club, 
trained as a Community First Responder and joined 
the WI. I am also secretary to St Mary's Preservation 
Society, clerk to the EB United Charities and 
organise the annual poppy appeal in EB. Not much 
time for hobbies as yet and in many ways the WI 
and its events are my relaxation! My son's 1st class 
honours master’s degree, his working for Red Bull F1 
racing team and a 2020 wedding make me so proud 
and happy. 

Janet P. 
I joined EBWI shortly after we moved 
to the village in 1996 as a way of 
meeting people and have made some 
good friends. 
I worked for 30 years developing 
computer software but retired in 2008 
when my brain could no longer keep 
up with the speed at which everything 
was changing! Since then I have 
worked part-time in various local 
shops and for the church but now I'm 
properly retired and enjoying all sorts 
of crafting, gardening, days out and 
looking after our gorgeous grandson 
who is just three. 

Wendie  
After my husband and I moved to East Bergholt in 1991 
and not knowing anyone locally I decided to join the WI. I 
remember my first visit, everyone was so friendly. 
When I was widowed in March 2000, again, WI members 
were supportive and kind. I have made many good friends 
among WI members and had many lovely outings and 
theatre trips. In the autumn of 2000 I felt prompted to 
volunteer as Secretary and stayed on the Committee for 3 
years where I enjoyed the Committee meetings and ‘get 
togethers’. The crown being my 60th birthday when several 
WI friends joined a memorable evening celebration in my 
garden.  
The WI is a wonderful organisation and I have never 
regretted being part of it. 

Pam 
Born in Sheffield, trained as a social worker and 
worked in the child sector for 27 years. I studied art 
and business management at Sheffield University. 
Married with two daughters who both live in 
Sheffield. Trained as a level 3 counsellor, hairdresser 
and beauty therapist as ‘relaxation’. 
5 years ago we decided to start a bit of a journey 
after being in the same house for 19 years. We spent 
2 years in Aberdeen, a year in Hampshire and the 
past two years in Dedham. I enjoy gardening, 
crocheting, sewing, knitting and painting. I joined the 
WI a year ago and have met some lovely friends. 

Edith  
Born in Enfield and lived there until 1942 when I was 
evacuated to South Wales until the end of WW2. 
Sadly, my mother died whilst I was in Wales and 
when my father remarried, we moved to Edmonton. 
I joined the Girl Guides and became an Assistant 
Guider and started work for British Oxygen We 
married in 1961 and moved to Galleywood where 
we lived for 21 years and I ran the local Brownie 
Pack, became a Sunday School teacher and 
Chairman of the school governors. In 1982 we 
moved to East Bergholt and I joined the WI where I 
have served on the committee, been a member of 
the Drama Club, run the Flower Shows and assisted 
at the County Shows and other competitions. The WI 
is a great organisation and I have been really grateful 
for all the good times we have shared. 
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Sue 
Born and raised in a small village in South Wales I 
trained as a Medical Secretary in Singleton 
Hospital, Swansea.  After marriage we moved to 
London where my husband was doing his medical 
training. I have moved 17 times, 4 of those being 
overseas to some wonderful locations, but we 
always kept our home in Hampshire. When we 
moved to East Bergholt in 2015 I decided to attend 
a WI meeting.  I never knew anyone in the village 
at that point but the warmth and welcome given to 
me made me want to sign up.  I love our activities 
and meetings very much and made new 
friendships. 
I enjoy reading, knitting, gardening and walking 
and spending time with 5 of my 7 
grandchildren.  The other two live quite a long 
way from Suffolk. 

Tina  
Born and educated in East London, I moved to East 
Bergholt in 1998 with my husband John and children 
Lauren and Mark, to be closer to my parents who  
were living in Brantham. I qualified as an Occupational 
Therapist in 1976 and worked in both physical and 
mental health as a clinician and manager in the NHS, 
Local Authority and Independent Sectors in and 
around London and East Anglia. I joined the WI on 
retirement in 2015 and have very much enjoyed its 
activities and meeting new people. My hobbies include 
working with stained and fused glass, sewing and 
furniture painting; I also belong to a local book group 
and am a primary school Governor. 

Carol  
Born in Cheshire and met my husband when I moved 
to Cumbria to teach. Moved to Suffolk in 1964 and 
settled in East Bergholt in 1965.I looked after my 2 
children until the youngest was 5 then went back to 
part time & supply teaching.  I joined the WI when 
the meetings moved to the evenings and have been 
Secretary twice.  I enjoy the various activities and 
speakers and have made some good friends. In the 
village I have been involved with the Swimming Club, 
the Scout & Guide committees and a collecting 
round for the Community Council. For the last 17 
years I have been a First Responder which I find very 
rewarding. I have only recently retired from sailing 
but still enjoy walking, gardening, reading & 
spending time with my 3 grandchildren. 

June  
Born in Bradford,Yorkshire, married in 1963 and moved to Sheffield where two of our 
three daughters were born. Have lived in Essex, Hertfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Norfolk 
and Suffolk. Lived in East Bergholt for four years in the early eighties and returned in 
1990 when I joined the W.I. to establish a new circle of friends. After joining the 
committee I became secretary, when minutes of meetings were hand written! and then 
President for the first time. I am currently doing a second stint in that role. 
I have worked in banking and with a local authority examining board, have had part 
times jobs in school offices, have been a primary school governor in Ipswich and an 
Independent custody visitor with Suffolk Constabulary 
I am involved in church activities and enjoy spending                                                                    
time with my six grandchildren. 

Gill  
I was born, lived and married at Stanway. After 
marriage we lived in Wivenhoe where our three 
children were born. We moved to East Bergholt in 
1984 and I joined the WI not long after that. When 
my youngest child started school I went back to 
teaching and continued until retirement in 2010. I 
am involved in St Mary’s church, helping with coffee 
mornings and with the Toddler group. I have just 
given up my role as a Church governor at the 
Primary school after more than twenty years. I 
enjoy taming my rather large garden, knitting, 
sewing, crocheting, tracing my Family History and 
being a Granny to my granddaughter. 
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Jean  
Born and brought up in Grays, south Essex, moved to 
Kesgrave with my sister and parents in 1969 and, 
except for 2 years in Southampton with my husband, 
have lived around the Ipswich area. 
Our two sons were born at Little Blakenham then we 
moved to Westerfield staying for 30 years before 
moving to East Bergholt in 2017. On leaving school I 
worked for the Inland Revenue and after having the 
boys I worked for chartered accountants qualifying as 
a taxation practitioner. 
I joined the WI at Westerfield and served on the 
committee off and on for many years before becoming 
more involved when I retired in 2007.  Being a member 
has enabled me to pursue my other hobbies of 
gardening, photography, walking, singing in choirs and 
has also helped me make new friends and contacts and 
learn about the area, after moving to East Bergholt. 

Carole  
My English born parents were living in 
Guernsey at the outbreak of WW2 and 
were deported to an internment camp in 
southern Germany in 1942 together with 
other English born residents. As my 
mother was pregnant I was born in 
Biberach an der Riss in 1943. 
I spent my childhood after the war in north 
London and at 21 I won a scholarship to a 
Dance and Drama College in London. I 
spent my working life as a Ballet teacher 
eventually opening my own school when I 
married and also taught Drama in a 
Convent school. 
We have two adult children and three 
grandsons. I am a WI. Speaker and  
enjoy meeting many other WI members 
in this capacity.  I joined the WI when I 
no longer taught in the evenings and  
enjoy the friendship and good company. 

Bridget  
I joined East Bergholt W.I. about 30 years  
ago to take my mum when her friend  
became ill.  
I enjoy the social side and have made many 
friends and do like the walks we organise.  
I have been on the Committee for several 
years. I would recommend it to anyone. 

Margaret  
I have been a member of East Bergholt WI since the 
1990’s. I have also been a member of the RAF. I joined 
in November 1956 for four years and then signed on 
for another year. However, I only served half of that as 
I got married and in those days females could not stay 
in after marriage. I was a Safety Equipment worker 
packing parachutes and dinghies and fitting them into 
aircraft. 

Dorothy  
Working in Hadleigh I joined a new branch of the WI in 1973. 
At my first Group meeting the competition was for six Baps, I 
volunteered, by sheer fluke I won. This started me on a love of 
bread making. 
1975 I joined East Bergholt Institute and became Treasurer in 
1979 serving with several Presidents until 1999. In 2002 I was 
asked to become President and served for four years I had an 
excellent Committee and really enjoyed this role. In 2015 
when our Institute looked as if it might close for a lack of 
Officers, I took on the role of Treasurer at least until our 
Centenary year.   
I have participated in a Cake Icing and an Embroidery course 
at Denman and also many SEFWI events. I enjoy cookery and 
many aspects of Sewing. 

Yvonne  
Born in Redbridge, Essex and married in 1961 
when I gave up my job as a Secretary in a 
Stockbrokers in the City. During this time I 
enjoyed swimming and playing tennis. We 
then moved to Ongar with our son where we 
stayed for 10 years. Through my husband’s 
work we moved to Suffolk with our son and 
daughter in law and three grandsons and 
bought a farm at Tattingstone where we 
enjoyed partaking in my favourite hobby of 
fishing. 
My husband died suddenly in 2006 and in 
2012 my son and family moved to 
Woolverstone and I moved to East Bergholt as 
I was told it would be a good place for me. 
How right they were. 
I have joined the WI, the U3A and a 
Bereavement group. I help at the church, have 
made many friends and could not think of a 
better place to live. 


